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guest speaker will be none other than 
the Israeli Ambassador to the United 
States, my good friend and Miami 
Beach native, Ron Dermer. 

The Israel Bonds event will also serve 
as a commemorative tribute to Isaac 
and Nieves Olemberg. Isaac and Nieves 
were dear friends who did so much for 
the south Florida community, for the 
American Jewish community, for the 
Cuban American community, and for 
Israel, herself. Their memories will for-
ever live on through their kindness and 
compassion. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE NEW 
ENGLAND PATRIOTS 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘Never 
stop believing.’’ Those words are going 
to be on the front page of The Provi-
dence Journal tomorrow morning. 

Like all true tests of faith, last 
night’s Super Bowl wasn’t easy going, 
and there were times, I have to say, 
when I was tempted to throw up my 
hands and just go to bed, but I followed 
the words of our quarterback and—oh, 
boy—was I rewarded. 

What a game. 
If there were any doubts, Mr. Speak-

er, about who the greatest quarterback 
of all time is, Tom Brady answered 
them last night; if there were any who 
questioned whether Bill Belichick was 
the best coach on the planet, this 
morning, they are silent; and I am sure 
they would all admonish me if I didn’t 
say that football is a team sport. So, 
for those who had not yet been satis-
fied that the amazing string of suc-
cesses my New England Patriots put 
together makes them the NFL’s finest 
team, Super Bowl LI speaks for itself. 

Mr. Speaker, it was truly a team ef-
fort, and I offer my heartfelt congratu-
lations to Bob Kraft and to the entire 
Patriots franchise. 

Congratulations, Patriots and Patri-
ots Nation. 

f 

HONORING JIM BOEHEIM’S 
COACHING CAREER 

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate Syracuse University bas-
ketball coach Jim Boeheim upon the 
occasion of his 1,000th win this past 
Saturday over the mighty Virginia 
Cavaliers. 

Coach Boeheim has dedicated over 40 
years of his life to Syracuse Univer-
sity, and he and his wife, Juli, are 
known locally for their outstanding 
generosity and philanthropy. 

While central New York happily cele-
brated Coach Boeheim’s 1,000th win 
this past weekend, the occasion was 
not recognized by the NCAA due to ar-
bitrarily harsh sanctions that followed 
an 8-year investigation that eliminated 

scholarship opportunities for students 
and that vacated Coach Boeheim of 108 
wins. 

While we cannot stand for impro-
priety in collegiate athletics, we must 
have transparency, consistency, and 
fairness from the NCAA—an organiza-
tion that is charged with promoting 
higher education opportunities and 
protecting the welfare of students. 
That is why I have and will continue to 
champion bipartisan legislation in the 
House to reform the NCAA and bring 
accountability and due process to this 
organization. There is no denying that 
Jim Boeheim was the coach for 1,000 
basketball wins at Syracuse Univer-
sity, and the NCAA should recognize 
that fact. 

Our community celebrates and con-
gratulates Coach Boeheim for this tre-
mendous achievement, and it is my 
high honor to recognize him here 
today. 

Congratulations, Coach—and Go Or-
ange. 

f 

AMERICA IS A DEFENDER, NOT AN 
OFFENDER 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
know this Nation’s values. Many of us 
study it in the Constitution, and as a 
senior member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, we review that document on 
many occasions. We are a nation that 
stands for principles of democracy; so I 
am very disturbed by an interview that 
was given by the White House this 
weekend that defended Putin—a man 
who invades to dominate, to kill, a 
man who supports a despot in Syria 
who has killed and gassed his own peo-
ple—and compared his acts to any that 
the men and women in the United 
States military or in the United States 
may have done. It is not comparable to 
or even equal or even anywhere near 
the kind of despotism of Russia under 
Putin. 

I am offended, and I apologize to the 
American people for any comparison. I 
believe it to be appropriate for the 
White House to clarify and to apologize 
for suggesting that our values and the 
efforts we take to protect people who 
may encounter efforts of war in any 
way can be compared to Putin, who is, 
in fact, someone who kills—and kills to 
dominate, not to help. 

America is a defender, not an of-
fender. I stand here proudly, sup-
porting the values of the United States 
of America, a country that believes in 
the blessings of God and democracy. 

f 

SHORE UP FLOOD CONTROL 
SYSTEM INFRASTRUCTURE 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, over 
the weekend, I had a chance to go out 

in the district and look at the condi-
tions of our flood control system in 
northern California, which, I am sure, 
is reflective of a lot of the systems 
across this country. One particular 
area I was shown has had 10 feet of 
levee eaten away just since the end of 
December. This points out, with recent 
legislation that has been passed—good 
legislation—that we still aren’t, by any 
means, close to fulfilling our infra-
structure needs. 

Our flood control systems all over 
the country and in my own district in 
northern California need immediate re-
sults. We expect a great amount of 
rain. I know we complain about 
drought in California—feast or fam-
ine—but we need to continue to shore 
up these systems here because, other-
wise, it will place communities in dan-
ger from the high flows we could get. 

With so much rain forecasted in the 
near future and with our lakes getting 
full, there won’t be a place to put that 
water. We need this infrastructure, and 
we need the Army Corps and everybody 
to be on board with fully developing 
and permitting these projects and get-
ting the money going. Urgency is need-
ed. 

f 

A BEACON OF DEMOCRACY 
(Mr. MCEACHIN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, in our 
country, political enemies do not dis-
appear in the dark of night or become, 
mysteriously, fatally ill. In our coun-
try, the press is separate from the gov-
ernment, and journalists do not find 
themselves jailed or out of business for 
writing articles with which the govern-
ment disagrees. While the journalists 
are not made to write accolades about 
leadership or about whether they agree 
or not, I stand here in light of the 
President’s words that were aired over 
the weekend that suggested that our 
country is comparable to Russia. 

In our country, laws and the Con-
stitution are supreme, not just one per-
son. The courts rule on our Constitu-
tion, not one leader. In our country, 
lawyers, advocates, and citizens are 
free to challenge the government and 
its leadership without fear of reprisals. 

Mr. Speaker, our country has been a 
beacon of democracy and freedom and 
hope for people all around the globe. I 
would suggest to the White House that 
it stop squandering that reputation 
with idle comments and dangerous ac-
tions. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL BYRON DEEL 
(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor Colonel Byron Deel, Chief of 
the Joint Staff, Tennessee National 
Guard, who will be retiring this week 
after 32 years of dedicated service. 
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